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As part of the 4th Biennial of Young Artists, and the panopticon, as well, begins with the tension 
between surveillance and sousveillance, thinking of these concepts beyond their relation to the 
lens, to explore how they engender a reflexive awareness of our everyday surroundings and the 
rules, ideas and institutions that condition our thoughts and actions. The exhibition is to be seen 
as a participatory space where these mechanics of the circulation of images are exposed, and the 
panopticon of gazes reveal themselves. As we look, and look back, this gesture exposes the 
vulnerability of certain systems of power when they become visible. The exhibition surveys 
artistic practice as a means of reconfiguring the visible space, incorporating an expanded sense of 
surveillance and sousveillance in the social sphere, to bring into view a transformative potential. 

Consisting primarily of moving images, the presentation reveals the very apparatus on which it is 
based. Two handcarts, designed by the artist Michael Murphy, will move throughout the space 
of the biennial projecting the works. Unfolding throughout the space is Oliver Ressler's film in 8 
parts entitled What is Democracy?, which asks the question to activists and philosophers across the 
political spectrum in order to survey the history and multiple permutations of this “ideal” form of 
governance. Marie Voignier documents the spectacle of the media and its choreography, while 
Gaylan Abdullah Ismail intervenes directly in the public sphere, staging a sit-in at a traffic circle 
in Iraq. 

The performative aspect of social relations that sousveillance incites is explored in a new work by 
Chelsea Knight who collaborates with US Army interrogators and a theater group to enact role 
playing that unravels the begin violence embedded in everyday language. Intensely personal 
testimonies are captured by Ruti Sela and Maayan Amir in their interactions with ex-soldiers 
under amorous pretenses. Desire Machine Collective (Sonal Jain and Mriganka 
Madhukaillya) looks at state of high alert in western India and its consequences on the body. 
The child's gaze is employed by Carla Cruz in the unflinching video about the new borders of 
privacy in the realm of young adulthood, a state under constant surveillance. 

Three new installations have been commissioned by the biennial; including Scale Calibrator by 
Shadi Habib Allah, a collection of weights, measuring precisely the check-in allowance for 
baggage on flights. This upends the traditional relationship between  authority and objective 
standards, transferring agency to the individual. The Tired Pillar from Jin Shan takes the post-



colonial legacy of architecture in Shanghai and its surprising iterations as the site for a new form 
of “living architecture” to emerge. While the Italian artist Mirko Smerdel focuses on the 
sousveillant cycles in pop culture and the aura of celebrity by mining the relicts of memorabilia 
accumulated by a fan of the 1970s singer Massimo Ranieri. 
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